Effect of clonidine on catechol metabolism in the rostral ventrolateral medulla: an in vivo electrochemical study.
The dose-dependent reduction in catechol metabolism induced by an imidazoline with alpha 2-adrenoceptor agonist specificity, clonidine, was assessed (ED50 = 7 micrograms.kg-1 i.v.) with in vivo voltammetry in the rostral ventrolateral medulla of rats kept under halothane anesthesia and strictly controlled circulatory and ventilatory conditions. This reduction in catechol metabolism was observed in intact as well as in barodeafferented rats.